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TAX  TIME.  As  you  file  your  return  for 
1976,  consider  these  figures:  43%  of 
your  federal  income  tax  goes  for  cur¬ 
rent  military  expenditures  (up  5%  from 
last  year).  An  additional  8%  goes  for 
cost  of  past  wars.  (Figures  based  on  all 
1976  Congressional  appropriations. 
For  details,  send  for  G-1.) 
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AGENDA  FOR  CONGRESS  IN  1977 

Here  are  some  of  the  major  issues  which  will  be,  or  should  be,  before  Congress  this  year: 


THE  SEARCH  FOR  SECURITY 

U.S.  government  officials  (and  those 
in  other  nations)  attempt  to  achieve  na¬ 
tional  security  primarily  through  arma¬ 
ments  and  military  alliances.  The  result 
is  a  worldwide  arms  race  which  diverts 
more  than  $300  billion  a  year  from 
urgently  needed  civilian  purposes.  This 
bankrupt  policy  is  neither  affordable  nor 
effective.  Because  of  advances  in  weap¬ 
onry  there  is  no  defense  against  an  all- 
out  attack.  Concentration  on  military 
policies  has  stimulated  a  worldwide  trend 
toward  totalitarian  governments.  And  there 
is  increasing  danger  that  proliferation  of 
nuclear  know-how  will  lead  to  a  disastrous 
accident  or  war. 

To  insure  the  survival  of  the  U.S.  and 
other  countries  the  Administration  should 
take  the  lead  in  demilitarizing  its  foreign 
policy  and  helping  to  develop  cooperative, 
non-violent  policies  and  effective  interna¬ 
tional  institutions  to  make  and  keep  the 
peace.  This  requires  strong  Presidential 
leadership.  Congress  can  and  must  support 
such  policies.  Individual  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  can  pioneer  proposals  for  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  government  and  the  public. 
Your  letters  to  President  Carter,  your  Sena¬ 
tors  and  Representative,  and  editors  of 
your  local  paper,  are  urgently  needed,  to 
create  a  constructive  climate  for  the  far- 
reaching  steps  which  must  be  taken. 

Assault  on  the  Arms  Race 

Here  are  steps  which  should  be  taken; 


—  Los  Angeles  Times  Syndicate,  Oct.  1976 

•  Adopt  a  policy  of  "independent"  or 
"unilateral"  initiatives.  The  U.S.,  without 
waiting  the  interminable  period  for  negoti¬ 
ated  agreements  while  the  arms  race  esca¬ 
lates,  should  take  the  initiative  in  refraining 
from  development  or  production  of  new 
weapons  systems.  It  should  also  initiate 
reductions  in  troop  levels  and  arms 
transfers  abroad.  At  the  same  time  the  U.S. 
would  publicize  the  steps  being  taken  and 
challenge  the  Soviet  Union  and  other  rele¬ 
vant  countries  to  reciprocate  in  a 
meaningful  way.  Agreements  could  be 
signed  formalizing  the  progress  made.  In  an 
important  new  UN  Assn,  document.  Con¬ 
trolling  the  Conventional  Arms  Race.  ($2) 
the  panel  (vice-chaired  by  Cyrus  Vance, 
Sec.-of-S+ate-designate),  said  unilateral 
initiatives  "deserve  greater  attention." 
They  reported  that  "during  1963  and 
1 964  the  Soviet  Union  and  United  States 
undertook  parallel  reductions  of  their  mili¬ 
tary  budgets  and  withdrew  a  small  number 
of  troops  from  Europe."  These  moves  were 
based  on  "an  informal  understanding,"  but 


failed  when  U.S.  outlays  increased  dur¬ 
ing  the  Vietnam  war. 

•  Reduce  U.S.  military  spending 
$20  billion  in  FY  1978  by  reducing  U.S. 
troops  abroad,  cutting  U.S.  weapons 
production,  and  ending  Pentagon  waste. 
(Ford's  FY  1 978  military  budget  re¬ 
portedly  proposed  a  1 1 .5%  increase  to 
$123  billion.)  Funds  saved  should  be 
transferred  to  needed  domestic  pro¬ 
grams. 

•  Reduce  yearly  arms  sales  to  other 
countries.  For  the  past  year  and  a  half  U.S. 
arms  sales  have  averaged  more  than  one 
billion  dollars  a  month.  A  Congressional  an¬ 
nual  ceiling  of  $9  billion  was  vetoed  in 

1 976.  A  lower  ceiling  should  be  enacted  in 

1977.  President  Carter  during  the  cam¬ 
paign  called  for  a  major  U.S.  initiative  to 
curb  international  arms  sales. 

•  Begin  the  phase-out  of  U.S.  troops  in 
South  Korea  and  Europe,  and  pull  back 
U.S.  nuclear  weapons  there. 

•  Ban  all  nuclear  explosions  for  at 
least  five  years  while  negotiating  for  a 
comprehensive  test  ban.  Ban  sales  of 
nuclear  enrichment  or  reprocessing  plants 
abroad.  Keep  domestic  reprocessing  out  of 
the  private  sector  and  increase  research 
funds  for  non-nuclear  energy  alternatives. 
(Carter  has  recommended  all  these  moves.) 

•  Strengthen  the  role  of  the  Arms 
Control  and  Disarmament  Agency.  ACDA 

(continued  on  page  2) 


SOME  KEY  DATES  IN  1977 


Jan.  1 7  —  Ford  submits  FY  1 978  budget 

Jan.  20  —  Carter  inaugurated 

Jan.-Feb.  —  Senate  hearings  and  floor 
action  on  confirmation  of  Carter  appoin¬ 
tees 

Mid-Feb.  —  Carter  submits  revision  of 
Ford  budget 


*  Mar.  15  —  Authorizing  committees 
submit  views  on  Carter  proposals 

*  Apr.  1 5  —  House  and  Senate  Budget 
Committees  report  First  Budget  Resolution 

*  May  1 5  —  House  and  Senate  and  Con¬ 
ference  Committees  adopt  First  Budget 
Resolution,  set  initial  spending  ceilings 

—  All  authorization  bills  re¬ 


—  Carter  submits  requests  for 
new  authorizations  for  FY  1979 

*  Sept.  1 2  —  Congress  completes  action 
on  all  budget  and  spending  bills 

*  Sept  1 5  —  Congress  completes  action 
on  Second  Budget  Resolution 

Oct.  1  —  New  Fiscal  Year  1978  begins 

*  On  or  before  this  date 


ported 
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(continued  from  page  1) 

"arms  control  impact  statements"  on  new 
weapons  and  pending  arms  sales  can  pro¬ 
vide  a  foundation  for  major  policy  alterna¬ 
tives. 

•  Prepare  seriously  for  the  1978  UN 
Special  Session  on  Disarmament. 

•  Revitalize  the  McCloy-Zorin  Agree¬ 
ment  of  1961  which  identified  five  joint 
U.S.-U.S.S.R.  goals,  including  reliable  pro¬ 
cedures  for  the  peaceful  settlement  of  dis¬ 
putes  and  disarmament  in  agreed  se¬ 
quence,  by  stages  under  strict  and  effective 
international  controls. 

The  Carter  Administration  has  a 
great  opportunity  to  create  a  more 
constructive  international  climate  by: 

•  Making  a  major  effort  to  achieve  a 
stable  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

•  Establishing  normal  diplomatic 
relations  with  the  Peoples'  Republic 
of  China  and  Cuba. 

•  Recognizing  the  new  government 
in  Vietnam  and  assisting  its  postwar 
reconstruction. 

•  Preparing  for  successful  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  Law  of  the  Seas  negotia¬ 
tions. 


TOWARD  A 
JUST  SOCIETY 

Congress  and  the  Administration  face  a 
continuing  struggle  to  ensure  equal  rights 
for  women,  minorities,  and  all  U.S.  citizens 
and  residents  and  to  support  human  rights 
abroad.  The  Dec.  1976  Newsletter  con¬ 
tains  an  international  human  rights  action 
agenda  for  the  95th  Congress  (copy  availa¬ 
ble  upon  request). 

In  addition  to  recommendations  there. 
Congress  should  change  immigration  laws 
to  allow  more  immigration  from  Latin 
American  countries  than  is  permitted  in  the 
law  passed  in  1976.  It  could  also  provide  a 
form  of  amnesty  for  undocumented 
workers  now  in  the  U.S.  Sen.  Kennedy  MA 
and  Rep.  Eilberg  PA  are  now  developing 
such  legislation. 

CURBING  U.S.  INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCIES 

The  extensive  role  of  the  FBI,  CIA,  Na¬ 
tional  Security  Agency,  Internal  Revenue 
Service,  and  military  intelligence  in 
domestic  and  international  affairs  was 
publicly  disclosed  in  1 976.  Secret  agencies 
have  massively  invaded  the  privacy  of  U.S. 
citizens  through  interceptions  of  telegrams, 
mail  opening,  use  of  informants,  and 
widespread  electronic  surveillance.  These 
agencies  have  also  engaged  in  covert  pro¬ 
grams  to  assassinate  foreign  leaders,  over¬ 
throw  foreign  governments,  and  attempt  to 
destroy  the  reputations  of  U.S.  dissenters 


such  as  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

In  1977  Congress  will  consider  bills  to 
define  more  exactly  the  role  of  U.S.  in¬ 
telligence  agencies.  Such  legislation  may 
include  charters  for  all  U.S.  intelligence 
agencies  (initiated  by  the  Senate  Select  In¬ 
telligence  Committee),  an  establishment  of 
procedures  to  wiretap  "foreign  agents"  in 
the  U.S.,  and  a  Bill  of  Rights  procedures  act 
which  would  restrict  the  use  of  mail  covers 
and  informants. 

CIVIL  RIGHTS  AT  HOME 

The  Carter  Administration  must  improve 
on  the  previous  administration's  enforce¬ 
ment  of  job  discrimination  laws.  The  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity  Commission  has 
a  backlog  of  120,000  cases,  and  it  has 
been  plagued  by  a  rapid  turnover  of  com¬ 
mission  members  and  many  vacancies.  The 
Justice  Department  has  been  slow  in  pre¬ 
paring  lawsuits  against  state  and  local 
governments  practicing  discrimination. 

The  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  December 
1 976  that  women's  pregnancy  benefits  do 
not  have  to  be  included  in  employers' 
health  insurance  plans,  overturning  the 
decisions  of  six  lower  courts.  Legislation 
will  be  introduced  to  require  that  pregnancy 
benefits  must  be  included. 

Supporters  of  legislation  prohibiting  dis¬ 
crimination  against  sexual  preference  ex¬ 
pect  such  a  bill  to  be  reintroduced  by  Rep. 
Koch  NY.  They  hope  to  gain  hearings  on 
this  bill  during  the  next  Congress.  The 
House  Judiciary  Subcommittee  on  Civil  and 
Constitutional  Rights,  chaired  by  Rep.  Don 
Edwards  CA,  has  jurisdiction  over  this  leg¬ 
islation. 

CRIMINAL  JUSTICE 

The  95th  Congress  has  an  opportunity 
to  provide  new  directions  in  U.S.  criminal 
justice  policy. 

•  Congress  should  enact  legislation  to 
ban  handguns.  Carter's  support  of  this  leg¬ 
islation  is  encouraging.  The  House  Judici¬ 
ary  Committee  reported  a  bill  to  ban  small 
handguns  last  year  and  the  Senate  has 
passed  similar  legislation  in  previous  years. 

•  Congress  should  enact  a  new  criminal 
code  which  protects  civil  liberties.  Any 
criminal  code  destrictuve  of  civil  liberties 
(e.g..  Senate  Bill  One,  which  died  at  the  end 
of  1 976)  should  be  opposed.  Sen.  Kennedy 
and  Sen.  McClellan  AR  plan  to  introduce  a 
criminal  code  revision  bill  in  1977,  but  it  is 
too  early  to  know  what  such  a  bill  would 
contain.  Among  other  things  it  should  es¬ 
tablish  more  uniform  sentencing  practices. 

•  Congress  should  reject  any  new 
Federal  death  penalty  bill.  Sen.  McClellan  is 
expected  to  introduce  a  bill  early  in  1977 
which  attempts  to  meet  the  Supreme 
Court's  objections  to  current  state  law. 


NATIVE  AMERICAN 
CIVIL  JUSTICE 

Many  crucial  and  complex  civil  issues  will 
dominate  Indian  legislation  next  session. 
Among  the  more  prominent  are: 

•  investigations  of  the  FBI's  harrassment 
of  the  American  Indian  Movement; 

•  attempts  to  reorganize  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  in  order  to  have  it  more  fairly 
reflect  Indian  interests; 

•  further  discussion  and  action  on  tribal 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  on  their  own 
lands; 

•  legislative  decisions  affecting  Indian 
hunting  and  fishing  rights  in  the  North¬ 
west; 

•  attempts  to  preserve  adequate  budget 
allocations  to  programs  serving  Indian  peo¬ 
ples  (e.g.,  food  commodities  and  the  Indian 
Health  Service). 

MAINE  LANDS 

The  Justice  Department  has  until  Jan.  1 5 
to  decide  whether  to  join  in  the  suit  filed  by 
the  Passamaquoddy  and  Penobscot  Tribes 
in  1971  against  the  State  of  Maine. 

The  tribes  claim  that  12.5  million  acres 
of  land  (two  thirds  of  the  state)  were  il¬ 
legally  taken  from  them  in  1794  since  the 
Federal  government  did  not  approve  the 
sales  in  accordance  with  the  Indian  Nonin¬ 
tercourse  Act  of  1790. 

Timber  companies,  a  major  factor  in  the 
state's  political  and  economic  life,  own 
most  of  the  disputed  lands.  The  Indians  are 
willing  to  accept  timberlands  in  exchange 
for  land  occupied  by  people. 

On  Oct.  1  Maine's  Congressional  delega¬ 
tion  introduced  a  resolution  that  opposed 
the  return  of  the  lands  and  restricted  any 
judicial  awards  to  cash  payments. 

If  the  Justice  Dept,  sides  with  the  In¬ 
dians,  the  Maine  delegation  may  push 
strongly  for  passage  of  a  similar  resolution 
in  1977.  The  history  of  Federal  relations 
with  Indians  is  replete  with  broken  treaties 
and  promises.  If  the  court  holds  in  favor  of 
the  Indians,  they  should  not  be  denied  the 
right  to  regain  some  of  the  land  taken  il¬ 
legally  according  to  U.S.  laws. 

IS  ALL  CHILD  CARE 
"WORK"? 

On  page  3  of  the  November  Newslet¬ 
ter.  in  quoting  from  a  U.S.  Census 
Bureau  report,  we  erroneously  implied 
that  only  paid  employment  qualifies  as 
"work."  FCNL  affirms  its  position  that 
the  rubric  "work"  includes  a 
"multitude  of  activities,  paid  or  unpaid, 
including  the  work  done  by  children  as 
they  learn,  housework,  community 
work,  care  of  children  or  old  people, 
artistic  activity,  thinking."  Taxation 
and  the  Distribution  of  Wealth  and  In¬ 
come  in  the  U.S.,  approved  Jan.  1 974. 
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PROSPECTS  FOR  SOCIAL  DEVELOPMENT 


The  first  "Global"  Survey  on  Human 
Needs  and  Satisfactions,  conducted  by 
Gallup  in  70  nations  of  the  non-Communist 
world,  has  found  that: 

•  the  high  cost  of  living  and  inflation  is 
seen  as  the  number  one  problem  by  over 
60%  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
Canada,  and  Japan; 

•  33%  of  those  interviewed  in  India  feel 
that  inadequate  food  supplies  are  the  most 
critical  national  problem; 

•  unemployment  is  a  major  concern  to 
people  of  all  ages,  educational  levels,  and 
socio-economic  classes. 

These  and  other  equity  concerns  will  be 
before  Congress  in  1977. 

Education,  Training,  and  Jobs 

Global  Action.  Under  Congressional 
directive,  the  Agency  for  International 
Development  (AID)  is  committed  to  help 
bring  a  minimum  practical  education  to 
the  growing  number  of  illiterates  in  the 
developing  world. 

Nevertheless,  according  to  the  Senate 
Appropriations  Committee,  AID  has  tended 
to  cling  to  "highly  visible  post-graduate 
education  programs  for  a  select  few,"  in¬ 
stead  of  concentrating  on  programs  which 
help  people  cope  with  "hunger,  ill  health, 
and  the  lack  of  more  productive  employ¬ 
ment."  Congress  should  continue  to 
monitor  this  problem  closely  and  should 
increase  its  appropriations  for  education 
assistance;  only  $70  million  was  appropri¬ 
ated  for  Fiscal  Year  1 977. 

Attention  should  also  be  given  to  the 
training  needs  of  the  many  other 
developing  country  citizens  who  come 
to  the  United  States  to  study.  Might  they 
receive  more  appropriate  training  in 
regional  institutions  in  Africa,  Asia,  or  Latin 
America? 

At  Home.  Many  of  our  nearly  8  million 
unemployed  have  inadequate  or  inappropri¬ 
ate  training  for  the  jobs  available.  In  1975, 
almost  half  of  the  unemployed,  aged  16 
and  over,  had  less  *han  a  high  school 
education.  Yet  at  the  same  time,  the  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics  estimates  that  by  1 980 
there  will  be  an  oversupply  of  1 80,000  col¬ 
lege  graduates  annually. 

These  figures  suggest  that  Federal 
education  and  training  aid  may  need  to 
be  more  closely  integrated  with  social 
goals.  This  problem  should  be  addressed 
during  Congressional  review  of  the  wide 
variety  of  educational  programs  on  which 
the  government  spends  $9  billion  annually. 

Other  upcoming  Congressional  action 


will  include  renewal  of  the  Comprehensive 
Employment  and  Training  Act,  which  is  in¬ 
tended  "to  provide  job  training  and 
employment  opportunities  for  economically 
disadvantaged,  unemployed,  and  under¬ 
employed  persons."  The  Administration 
may  propose  additional  job  programs  under 
this  Act.  Sen.  Humphrey  MN  and  Rep. 
Hawkins  CA  will  also  reintroduce  their 
modified  "full"  employment  bill. 

Food,  Rural  Development,  and  Welfare 

Global  Action.  Under  the  "Food  for 
Peace"  program  (PL  480),  an  estimated  6 
million  tons  of  agricultural  commodities  will 
be  shipped  abroad  in  Fiscal  Year  1977. 
About  22%  will  go  as  gifts,  distributed 
directly  to  the  needy  by  UN  and  private 
relief  agencies;  the  remainder  is  to  be  sold 
on  low-interest  credit  terms  to  foreign 
governments. 

The  United  States  also  contributes  to 
multilateral  efforts  and  carries  on  a  bilateral 
program  to  help  boost  food  production, 
raise  nutritional  levels,  and  promote  rural 
development. 

All  of  these  programs  should  be 
strengthened.  PL  480  is  to  be  reviewed 
this  year  as  part  of  an  omnibus  farm  bill; 
Congress  should  specify  that  when 
governments  resell  U.S.  commodities 
bought  on  concessional  terms,  they  should 
channel  proceeds  into  development  ac¬ 
tivities.  More  funds  should  be  directed  into 
bilateral  rural  development  programs  and 
multilateral  programs  such  as  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Fund  for  Agricultural  Development 
and  the  UN  Development  Program.  Pro¬ 
posals  for  an  effective  system  of  interna¬ 
tional  grain  reserves  should  be  supported. 

At  Home.  The  government  is  still  seek¬ 
ing  to  offset  maldistribution  of  income  and 
inadequate  nourishment  through  such  pro¬ 
grams  as  Food  Stamps,  the  Women,  In¬ 
fants,  and  Children  Supplemental  Feeding 
Program,  and  school  lunch  and  breakfast 
programs.  All  of  these  will  be  up  for 


U.S.  bilateral  and  multilateral  aid 
programs  will  be  up  for  reauthoriza¬ 
tion  in  1977.  According  to  the 
Organization  for  Economic  Coopera¬ 
tion  and  Development's  most  recent 
review  of  17  industrial  countries,  the 
aid  performance  of  the  United  States 
"has  been  disappointing."  The  United 
States  ranked  12th  in  aid-giving  per¬ 
formance  in  1975.  Over  half  of  U.S. 
bilateral  aid  went  to  countries  with  an 
annual  per  capita  income  of  more  than 
$300. 


renewal  in  1977  as  part  of  the  omnibus 
farm  bill. 

The  Food  Stamp  program  and  the  many 
social  assistance  and  insurance  programs 
(such  as  Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent 
Children,  Social  Security,  and  Unemploy¬ 
ment  Insurance)  have  considerable  cost, 
administrative,  and  coordination  problems. 
Ultimately,  Congress  and  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  must  decide  whether  to  continue 
the  present  multiple  program  approach, 
or  adopt  some  form  of  comprehensive 
assured  income  or  "negative  income 
tax."  A  strong  commitment  to  welfare 
reform  is  needed  in  Congress. 

Health 

Global  Action.  Some  85%  of  the  people 
of  the  developing  world  are  not  reached  by 
basic  health,  family  planning,  and  nutrition 
services.  To  help  deal  with  this  problem. 
Congress  has  upped  the  Administration's 
request  for  funds  to  train  paramedical  per¬ 
sonnel,  or  "barefoot  doctors,"  to  "not  less 
than"  $15  million  in  Fiscal  Year  1 977.  This 
sum  is  just  7%  of  the  bilateral  health  pro¬ 
gram  and  should  be  expanded  further. 
Contributions  to  the  World  Health 
Organization  should  also  be  increased, 
since  the  need  for  coordination  is  great  and 
diseases  know  no  national  boundaries. 

At  Home.  An  estimated  50  million  Amer¬ 
icans  do  not  get  adequate  health  care.  A 
comprehensive  national  health  care 
system  is  needed,  but  neither  Congress 
nor  the  President  are  expected  to  face  this 
issue  before  1978.  The  Public  Health  Ser¬ 
vice  Act,  which  provides  for  such  programs 
as  community  health  centers,  migrant 
health  care,  and  national  health  planning, 
will  be  under  review  in  1977.  Amendments 
to  reform  the  Medicaid  and  Medicare  pro¬ 
grams  will  receive  attention  as  well. 

Distribution  of  Wealth 

Global  Action.  The  developing  peoples 
are  pressing  for  the  right  to  become  equal 
participants  in  the  economic  system  and  to 
enter  into  agreements  to  stabilize  prices  of 
their  basic  exports,  such  as  copper,  baux¬ 
ite,  and  bananas.  The  U.S.  government 
should  be  more  responsive  to  their  needs 
for  expanded  trade  and  price  stability. 

At  Home.  The  Federal  tax  system  should 
be  overhauled  to  provide  for  'true 
progressivity.  The  many  tax  loopholes  cur¬ 
rently  available  benefit  primarily  the  weal¬ 
thy.  In  1 975,  eleven  major  corporations,  in¬ 
cluding  Ford  Motor  Co.,  Delta  Air  Lines,  and 
Western  Electric,  paid  no  Federal  income 
tax  at  all.  Some  loopholes  were  tightened 
in  1976,  but  major  tax  reform  will  re¬ 
quire  energetic  Presidential  action. 
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"The  Earth  Is  the  Lord's  and  the  Fulness  Thereof" 


The  95th  Congress  faces  a  full  docket  of 
environmental  concerns: 

WIND 

•  Congress  needs  to  hold  the  line  on 
auto  emissions  standards  and  industry 
regulations  in  the  upcoming  renewal  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act  of  1970.  Both  the  House  and 
Senate  passed  weakening  amendments  in 
1976,  but  even  those  were  denied  final 
passage  due,  in  large  part,  to  auto  industry 
opposition.  As  of  1 974  nearly  half  of  the 
200-million  ton  total  of  regulated  pollu¬ 
tants  going  into  the  air  came  from  automo¬ 
biles. 

•  The  need  to  guard  the  earth's  own 
protective  ozone  layer  from  air  pollutants 
(chlorofluorocarbons)  points  out  an  area  of 
global  significance  on  which  Congress 
needs  now  to  focus. 

EARTH 

•  Strip-mining  legislation  which  recon¬ 
ciles  U.S.  energy  needs  with  environmental 
preservation  is  a  top  priority. 

•  Congress  needs  to  work  for  an  en¬ 
vironmentally  sound  national  transportation 
policy.  Now  that  the  U.S.  Interstate  High¬ 
way  System  is  nearing  completion,  creative 
uses  of  the  huge  Highway  Trust  Fund,  in 
line  with  such  a  policy,  need  to  be  decided 
by  Congress. 

•  Sound  national  land  use  policies  are 
lacking.  Consideration  of  farm  land  preser¬ 
vation  and  soil  conservation  should  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  omnibus  farm  bill. 

•  The  Solid  Waste  Management  Act  of 
1  976  includes  both  resource  recovery  and 
waste  reduction  measures.  Appropriations 
should  be  fully  funded.  Congress  should 
develop  a  nationwide  system  of  mandatory 


deposits  on  beverage  cans  and  bottles  to 
encourage  recycling. 

•  The  Occupational  Health  and  Safety 
Administration  (OSHA)  needs  more  Con¬ 
gressional  support  and  oversight  in  order  to 
assure  force,  direction,  and  less 
bureaucratic  buffoonery  in  its  work  in  the 
area  of  U.S.  workers'  health.  New  discov¬ 
eries  of  pesticide  production  hazards  high¬ 
light  only  one  dramatic  side  of  this  prob¬ 
lem.  Congress  should  extend  OSHA  juris¬ 
diction  to  all  farm  workers  and  address 
migrant  farm  workers'  environmental 
health  problems  in  the  upcoming  Migrant 
Health  bill. 

•  U.S.  involvement  in  Indochina  has  left 
a  heritage  of  bomb  craters  which  breed 
malaria-carrying  mosquitoes.  There  are 
widespread  health  and  environmental  prob¬ 
lems  caused  by  the  1 9  million  gallons  of 
herbicides  sprayed  in  the  countryside. 
Surely  now  is  the  time  for  Congress  and 
the  new  Administration  to  take  reconstruc¬ 
tion  initiatives. 

WATER 

•  The  Water  Pollution  Control  Act  of 
1972  authorization  expires  in  1977. 
Amendments  will  be  a  priority  item  as  Con¬ 
gress  conducts  its  first  full-scale  review. 
Congress  should  support  an  amendment  to 
regulate  "dredge  and  fill"  operations  in 
wetlands,  lakes,  and  streams. 

•  A  proposed  UN  program  to  insure  safe 
drinking  water  for  the  world  will  be  taken 
up  in  1977  at  the  UN  Water  Conference  in 
Argentina.  Ninety  percent  of  the  needed 
funds  would  come  from  developing  coun¬ 
tries  themselves,  with  the  remaining  10% 
from  the  developed  countries.  That  10% 
would  be  only  30  cents  a  person  in  the  U.S. 


FIRE 

•  A  national  energy  policy  is  still  lacking. 
The  U.S. -inspired  International  Energy 
Agency,  a  17-nation  group  of  energy-con¬ 
suming  industrial  states,  has  repeatedly 
found  U.S.  efforts  at  conservation  of 
energy  to  be  the  worst  in  the  group.  Con¬ 
gress  should  push  for  policies  in  which 
conservation  and  the  development  of 
renewable  sources  of  energy  prevail.  FuH 
Congressional  support  of  projects  such  as 
housing  weatherization,  development  of 
solar,  geothermal,  and  wind  sources  of 
energy  at  home  and  abroad,  and  mass 
transportation  systems  should  be  an  in¬ 
tegral  part  of  our  national  energy  policy. 

•  The  nuclear  energy  debate  will  con¬ 
tinue  in  Congress  and  in  the  states.  The 
question  of  nuclear  radiation  damage  — 
both  low-level  radiation  and  the  dangers  of 
nuclear  waste  storage  —  must  be  honestly 
answered  by  Congress.  In  the  Netherlands, 
2,200  citizens  are  refusing  to  pay  the  3%  of 
their  electric  bills  to  be  used  for  nuclear 
development,  having  been  granted  a  new 
kind  of  conscientious-objector  status 
which  allows  them  to  contibute  the  3%  to 
alternative-energy  research. 

•  Native  American  control  over  their 
mineral  and  water  resources  in  the  U.S.  is 
always  involved  in  energy  questions.  The 
synthetic  fuel  bill  (coal  gasification)  and 
strip-mining  would  take  land  and  water 
away  from  many  Indian  peoples 

•  The  search  for  and  development  of 
Brazilian  mineral  wealth  (uranium  and  oil)  is 
having  a  devastating  impact  on  Indian 
tribes  there.  The  Anthropology  Resource 
Center  in  Cambridge,  MA,  has  recently 
called  for  the  U.S.  government  to  impose 
some  standards  of  conduct  for  U.S. -based 
corporations  concerning  indigenous 
populations  and  the  environment. 
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